
    
 
This month we are going to learn how 
Charles Daughtrey got started in the hobby.  
Mr. Daughtrey is going to be one of the 
speakers at the Central States Educational 
Seminar here in Omaha this fall.   Here’s his 
story. 

 
 
 

Hi Samuel, 
 
When I was 7 years old, the Vietnam War was just coming to an end and life was settling down here in 
America.  Many veterans took government jobs to continue their benefits, and the federal prison where 
my father was a guard saw an influx of new hires.  Dad befriended one such hire.  I knew him as “tuck”, 
but I believe his last name was “Tucker”.  They played golf together, we all ate dinner together, and Tuck 
and his wife would come over to play cards with my parents. 
 
One day at the golf course Tuck gave me a roll of pennies and a blue Whitman penny folder.  He ex-
plained that coins had different dates and mint marks, and if I was careful and diligent, I should be able to 
fill the book out of pocket change.  The roll he gave to me was a carefully sorted roll of all different wheat 
cents to get me started on my quest.  My mother saw my interest and gave me a tattered 1969 Red Book 
to use as my guide. 
 
Two years later (in 1977) as part of a promotion my father was transferred cross-country to a different fa-
cility, but I continued my quest for a full collection of pennies from 1941 to date.  By 1980 I was collecting 
just about anything that crossed my path - baseball cards, radio station bumper stickers, mini license 
plates from cereal; you name it,  I collected it, but coins were always the number one passion. 
 
For Christmas in 1981 I received a brand-new 1982 Red Book as a gift.  In the nickel section I noticed  a 
listing for a 1939 nickel with a ‘doubled Monticello” that had a lot more value than a normal 1939 nickel.  I 
popped the 1939 nickel out of my folder that I had found in Mom’s change, and sure enough it was a 
doubled Monticello version!   This sparked my interest in varieties, and I haven’t turned back since. 
 
I haven’t seen or heard from Tuck since around 1976, but I still think about him today when I do my work.  
I doubt he would have thought an innocent roll of wheat pennies and a 50 cent folder would eventually 
turn into a full time career, but here I sit working on my third book, maintaining nearly a dozen different 
numismatic websites, and continually building an inventory of unusual and interesting die varieties for 
sale. 
 
-Chuck 
———————————————————————————————————— 
 

Mr. Daughtrey is the author of Looking Through Lincoln Cents 
and is going to be a speaker at the Central States Educational 
Seminar that is going to be held here in Omaha, October 30, 
2009. 
You can contact Mr. Daughtrey at: 
C.D. Daughtrey 
P.O. Box 627 
Brookline Station, MO 65619-0627 
http://www.coppercoins.com 
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