
   
 
 
 This month we are going to read about how 
rare coin dealer, Julian Leidman, started in 
the hobby.  I know him through the PCGS 
US Coin Forum.   I hope you enjoy his story. 

 
 
 
I was an eleven year old and my parents introduced me to stamps as a hobby, 

which didn't particularly hold any fascination to me, and then to coins. My mother had some coins in her 
possession and showed them to me and I started to collect cents-quarters. It grew into an obsession as 
I hounded the banks and stores in my hometown of Troy, NY to look through their change and rolls. I 
even used to go to the local newspaper office and go through the change from the newspaper delivery 
boys.  
 
At the age of fifteen, I moved from upstate NY to suburban Washington, DC, and as I had left all of my 
friends behind, I got even more involved in searching through coins. Eventually, I met a dealer and de-
veloped a life-long friendship with him, eventually taking over his store when he decided to retire, al-
though by that time, I was seriously involved for over 25 years as a full time dealer. I don't imagine that I 
will ever retire from numismatics as I have enjoyed my hobby turned business.  
 
Even today, I have some peripheral collections, although I have always stated that anything that I own is 
for sale. We are all just temporary custodians of our numismatic possessions. I hope that this has 
helped, Sam. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Best Julian  
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Julian M. Leidman was born on October 8,1946 in Albany, New York and grew up across the Hudson River in 
Troy. In the late 1950’s, at his mother’s suggestion, he tried collecting coins. Searching coins from merchants and 
banks in Troy, he built an enjoyable and meaningful collection. Having many friends sharing the hobby added to 
his enthusiasm. His earliest dealer contacts were with Charles French and his associate Les Zeller. After moving 
from Troy to suburban Washington, D.C. during high school, he discovered Bonanza Coins, near his home. Oper-
ated by Albert L. Bonan and his father, Albert Bonan, they instilled in him many of the practices he employs to-
day. 
 
He has attended hundreds of numismatic events nationally and is a member of many numismatic organizations, 
including the Professional Numismatists Guild. After more than a third of a century in numismatics, he looks for-
ward to many more years of involvement. He now operates Bonanza Coins, in Silver Spring, Maryland, after Mr. 
Bonan’s retirement, and continues to attend numismatic exhibitions across the nation. 
 
He is married to Fran and they have two wonderful children, a daughter, Robyn and a son, Sam.�
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     How  numismatists “got started”        

  By Samuel Ernst YN 


